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Arts

Contributed by Phillip C. Flippo

Back in March or 2022 my wife and I 

made a huge shift in our lives, from 

a life spent mostly indoors, to a new 

expansive life now spent exploring 

and documenting the natural world 

through photography and film work. 

We both found that we were able to 

form deep connections with wildlife 

and the habitats they live in, and 

started to share these experiences with 

people around the world. In a matter 

of a few months, we discovered that 

tens of thousands of people seemed to 

really respond to these animal stories, 

and we wanted to do more. 

But what would doing more even look 

like? We knew we wanted to create 

something new and different, but 

what?

The Origin of Adventure Bonnie:

Ok, so right up front, I am going to tell 

you, this is a very silly origin story, but 

hang in there.
 
After about 3 months of near constant 

exploration around Alaska, I started 

losing a lot of weight. One morning I 

woke up and was admiring my now 

slowly slimming belly, and I exclaimed 

to my wife, “I’m losing all of this weight 

thanks to my new adventure body!” 

Then she looked up at me very con-

fused, and said, “Who the heck is Bon-

nie?” I responded, “No no, I’m saying 

that I lost all this weight because my 

adventurous body is helping me.” To 

which she replied, “Who is Adventure 

Bonnie and how is she helping you 

lose weight!?” 

After we had a good laugh at the hilari-

ous miscommunication, it became a 

regular morning activity to ask each 

other “Where is Adventure Bonnie 

taking us today!?” before we would go 

on that day’s outing. It got to the point 

where we said her name so often, that 

we started thinking of her like a real 

person.

Then one day we started discuss-

ing what qualities Adventure Bonnie 

would have if she were real, trying to 

borrow from our own personalities; 

wildly excitable, with a deep respect 

for wildlife, an explorer, someone who 

has childlike wonder when in nature, 

and someone who loves to teach/

share. Also, because my wife and I are 

out together doing photography and 

film work so often, we figured she 

needed a companion as well to join her 

in the field, but who?

The Origin of Hatcher:
So, if you are online a lot, or follow any 

Alaska photography related Facebook 

groups, you may already know who 

Hatcher the Pika is. Basically, I made a 

real connection with this one ex-

tremely small Pika (the world’s smallest 

member of the rabbit family) up in the 

boulder fields in Hatcher Pass Alaska. 

After I spent a significant amount of 

time photographing/filming him over 

the 2022 season I fell in love and had to 

give him a name.
 
Considering he was from Hatcher Pass, 

his name was an easy choice in my 

heart, Hatcher the Pika. 

So many people around the world 

begged me to one day put together 

books and calendars with his images in 

them. I think most people have never 

even heard of this animal, and now 

they were getting a daily, in depth look 

at him, and his Pika friend’s little world. 

It was around this time that it dawned 

on me, Adventure Bonnie still needed 

a companion. One that could stand for 

the discovery and joy of the natural 

world and Alaska alike. They were des-

tined to be together.

Bringing Them To Life
After creating a successful calendar 

with some of Hatcher’s best images, 

I realized that I wanted to do more 

than share photos of amazing wildlife 

encounters. I wanted to create a mix of 

both real-world photography/film and 

illustration/animation that would star 

Adventure Bonnie and her best friend 

Hatcher. So my wife and I reached out 

to some friends of ours, who also just 

so happen to be professional illustra-

tors (Loren and Tanya Russell), and 

explained the two characters to them, 

our high hopes for them in the future, 

and basically how we saw them in our 

heads.
 
They agreed to take on the challenge 

of creating the characters, and after 

many, many, revisions the basic con-

cept art, look, and feel of the charac-

ters were created (as featured in this 

article). These images were delivered 

to me on Christmas day of 2022 and 

I hope they will lay the framework to 

create books, cartoons, merchandise, 

and more one day.

We have a lot more to learn before we 

can honor them by bringing their ad-

ventures to life, along with all the real 

amazing wildlife of this world. Never-

theless, we have taken our first steps 

on a long journey, and we couldn’t be 

more excited to see where it takes us 

all!

www.flippophotography.com
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Contributed by Quinn Townsend
Every December, the governor of Alaska is required to release a budget proposal for the upcoming fiscal year. In this upcoming legislative session (in 2023), policymakers will be enacting the FY 2024 state budget.  

Released on December 15, 2022, the Governor’s FY 2024 budget proposal comes in at a total of $11.36 billion, with $6.52 billion of that coming from state funds (not included here is the ERA draw for the Permanent Fund Dividend payment to citizens). In comparison, the FY 2023 enacted budget plus supplemental spending is currently sitting at $13.45 billion, with $7.41 billion coming from state funds.   

Alaska Policy Forum is encouraged by the almost $1 billion decrease in state funds appropriations between FY 2023 and FY 2024. However, the proposed budget draws from both the Constitutional Budget Reserve ($245 million) and the Statutory Budget Reserve ($20 million), which are Alaska’s savings accounts, often referred to as “rainy day funds.” 
Drawing down those accounts should only occur during truly “rainy days,” and while Alaska’s economy is not strong right now, the state has certainly seen “rainier days.” To have a lasting and consequential impact on the size and scope of state government so that it does not compete with the private sector, hinder free enterprise, or 

burden residents, reductions must be made to areas of the government that have grown too large.  

We encourage policymakers heading to Juneau next month to approach the budget process with a mindset of needs versus wants. Due to the low revenue forecast for the upcoming year, it will be absolutely essential for policymakers to demonstrate fiscal responsibility by cutting the budget. 
The Governor’s FY 2024 budget is headed in the right direction.  

Quinn Townsend is the Policy Manager at Alaska Policy Forum with an M.S. in Resource Economics and Management from West Virginia University.

Contributed by Mike Coons, President of CCAK

Concerned Conservatives of Alaska (CCAK) is up and running. Our last meeting on 17 December had a full agenda. We finalized our Bylaws then we had Ron Johnson, District 2 Chair for the Alaska Republican Party (ARP), Senators Shelley Hughes and Mike Shower and Representative David East-man make presentations. 
Although CCAK is not an exclusively Republican organization, conservative values are found in the ARP Platform throughout. We welcome all who have conservative values, be they non-affil-iated, Alaska Independent Party (AIP) and of course Republicans. As I have said in the past, Blue Dog Democrats, who share conservative values of free-dom, liberty, standing for our Republic and who are seriously considering leaving the Democrat Party, like Ronald Reagan and now Tulsi Gabbard have, are welcome as well. 

A large amount of the discussion was on the results of this election. Spe-cifically the State Senate. How is that even though 65% of voters voted for Republicans and the values of the Re-publican Party, the left of center or as we call them RINO Senators combined with the Democrats vs maintaining a Republican Majority in the Senate. This has now caused three of the strongest conservatives in the Senate, Senators Shelley Hughes, Mike Shower and Rob Myers to be put in a situation, that to stand for all their constituents who value our Republic, they are now in a 3 person minority. Senator Hughes, Shower and Myers reached out to Sen-ators Bert Stedman, Gary Stevens, Click Bishop, Cathy Giessel with a solid plan to maintain a Republican Majority in the Senate. What is most important to state here is that not one of the above or others responded back. It was a very loud silence! In point of fact, along with that silence, the above and others went on personal attacks with vicious 

lies that are provable! There was a lively back and forth on what has happened and how Shelley, Mike and Rob will work to advance legislation or just as importantly try to block future legisla-tion on things such as:            (Income Taxes, Eliminating the PFD, Increased Spending, etc.) 

The bottom line is that they will be op-posing legislation, as just stated, from a policy standpoint. Those RINO’s, who push for such legislation, will be called out on what they are supporting, not as they have done on a personal attack aspect. Will people go against those RINO’s, you bet we will. Focusing on their policy and their actions and com-ments. Will Bert, Click, Cathy and many others we will stand against take that as personal attacks? Of course they will, but they are the ones pushing for bad policy for personal reasons and gains. What was asked to the membership was to stand for conservative values, to be effective in any and all com-munications and most importantly, to call, write and testify in committee hearings, support and oppose that legislation being brought forward, in a positive manner! 

There was also a lengthy dialogue as to the direction of the ARP, specifically the vote by the State Central Com-mittee (SCC) to end the censure of Senator Lisa Murkowski and Rep and now Senator elect Kelley Merrick. The bottom line as stated by Ron Johnson was that the censure against a sitting US Senator who has millions of dollars had no real effect. Kelley Merrick used that as a badge of honor. Yes, voters are encouraged to continue to voice our disdain of these two’s actions and of course to support others against them in 2024! We are going to work hard to try and repeal Rank Choice Voting (RCV). RCV will still be in effect in the 2024 races. We must reevaluate how we effectively vote for conserva-tives in both the House and Senate as well as remove those RINOs that have thumbed their noses at the voters! This 

means being involved at the Republi-can District meetings, planning to be a delegate in the coming ARP Conven-tion and of course being an active member of CCAK. 

We ended with Representative David Eastman, his views on the House, and of course his court battle, which I am so glad to report he has won! At this time the make-up of the House is up in the air and it is very possible that like two years ago, the House may not be decided on who is the Majority for an unknown period of time. As was point-ed out, Alaska is very different from all the Lower 48 Legislatures. If the elected legislators are even a majority by one, that party is the Majority. The Democrats and Republicans stand with their fellow Democrats or Republicans. Our Legislators have put fingers in the wind and flipped to the other party which has harmed our State! This is another reason why the use of RINOs is even more prolific in use and why non-affiliated voters do not join the ARP. 
Our next meeting will be January 21st at 11 AM, again at the Real Life Church in Palmer. Since this meeting we have gained another location to meet at, the Chugiak Senior Center. Thus the Febru-ary meeting will be there, again, at 11 AM. So please put on your calendars if you are interested in joining or coming and being part of future CCAK meet-ings every third Saturday at 11 AM to about 1:30 PM, alternating between Real Life Church, Palmer and Chugiak Senior Center North Birchwood Loop exit. 

The January meeting will have as guest speaker Ron Yundt, discussing repeal of RCV and other potential ballot mea-sures his organization is looking at and supporting. After the guest speaker, I will be discussing a section out of the State of Alaska Constitution and related ARP Platform. This is part of the education within our Mission State-ment. Hope to see many more people in January.

I wish you all a Happy New Year!

Contributed by Chuck Campbell
In 2020, Alaska voted to replace our election system with something called ranked-choice voting. In 2022, almost instantly after our first election under this system, a group called Alaskans for Honest Elections began work on a petition to remove this system and re-store Alaska’s previous system of party primaries.

You should sign this petition. To understand why, let’s take a look at the recent history of ranked-choice voting in the US. It’s easy. Just follow the money – straight to wealthy radical donors using it to protect their status quo from the will of the people.
Using Ballotpedia and InfluenceWatch, I was able to find that the nominal prime mover behind the initiative was Alaskans for Better Elections, but they function mostly as a conduit for out-of-state non-governmental organiza-tions. These are organizations, usually non-profit, that large-scale donors can use to hide their influence – in other words, the infrastructure of dark money. Alaskans for Better Elections itself is also riddled with extreme left-ists, along with at least one Murkowski connection.

Some of the outside influences which 

supported Alaskans for Better Elec-tions or the ballot measure directly are themselves worth looking into. For example, the Action Now Initiative, a supporter of Alaska’s RCV measure and a contributor to Alaskans for Better Elections, was founded by former En-ron executive John Arnold with his wife Laura. You really couldn’t make this stuff up. According to InfluenceWatch, they have funded many other organi-zations that support RCV and Alaskans for Better Elections.

FairVote, a beneficiary of Action Now Initiative and a supporter of Alaska’s RCV ballot measure, is one of the larg-est promoters of RCV nationally and has received funding from multiple George Soros and Pierre Omidyar foundations. Many other big-name far-left donors can be found as well, including the heavy-hitting Tides Foun-dation, which operates openly as a pass-through – its founder once stated, “Anonymity is very important to most of the people we work with.”
George Soros, for those not familiar, is a billionaire financier who mixes radical leftism with shameless profiteering on a very high level. On his investing, he has said, “As an anonymous partici-pant in financial markets, I never had to weigh the social consequences of my actions... I felt justified in ignoring 

them on the grounds that I was playing by the rules.” He also once told a re-porter, “It is a sort of disease when you consider yourself some kind of god, the creator of everything, but I feel comfortable about it now since I began to live it out.” Pierre Omidyar, likewise, funds the far left with the proceeds from his own capitalist ventures – he is the founder of eBay and became a billionaire when it went public.
Represent.Us is one of the more inter-esting organizations to support RCV in Alaska. Several far-left celebrities work closely with this organization, and among nine important members mentioned on InfluenceWatch, you will find two entertainers, one financial advisor, a UC Berkeley big shot, a cam-paign finance reform activist, and four former power players in Big Tech or Big Tech-adjacent spaces. Two of the latter hypocritically participate in the same kind of major political funding that the organization criticizes.

Another supporter of Alaska’s RCV proposition was Democracy for America, a Howard Dean-founded PAC that supported the farthest-out of far leftists. Unfortunately, though the PAC itself ran out of money (and provided more unintentional comedy in the 
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